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Monday. You will find there a jacket made by me for Budrea1;
this is to be sent on to Polak.

Two powers [of attorney] on behalf of Rustomjee Sheth have
been left there. The/ should be attested by you and Devibehn
under the date of Monday, Phoenix, and preserved there.
Fill [in the details], if you can.2 Otherwise I shall do that when
I am there.

From the Gujarat! original in pencil in Gandhiji's hand: G. W. 5649

Courtesy: Radhabehn Choudhri

144. LETTER TO SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS

[JOHANNESBURG,]
September 27, 1913

TO

THE GENERAL MANAGER
SOUTH AFRICAN RAILWAYS
[SIR,]

With two other Indians I was travelling by the Kaffir Mail
that left Durban on Thursday to the Transvaal. We were all
travelling third-class. We occupied one of the corridor third-
class compartments which are usually attached to the Natal trains.
My companions and I were put in the compartment we occupied
by one of the conductors. At Ladysmith, however, the new con-
ductor came and told me that we would have to shift from the
compartment we were occupying to another. On enquiring for
the reason I was told that the compartment we were occupying
was meant for Europeans only. I drew the conductor's attention
to a compartment which was so labelled, also to the fact that our
compartment was not labelled at all, and that I had travelled in
such compartments several times on the Natal line. I informed
him also that the conductor at Durban had placed me in that
compartment, but the new conductor said that I was to obey instruc-
tions or to get permission from the Station Master to remain where
I was. Thereupon, I saw the Station Master, but I must say that,
in rather a rude manner, he told me that I was to do as the
conductor asked me, and that I ought to know that the conductors
could ask passengers to shift as many times as they chose without

1 An old client of Gandhiji

2 The original is not dear at this point.